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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/00602 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages 1-50 

pages 
pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 
X 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



2-4,7,8,16-19,21,22 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



1,6,9,15,20,26-28 



filed with the letter of 09 February 2001 (09.02.2001) 



the drawings: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



1-39 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

HI] The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

[X] the claims, Nos. 5.10-14.23-25 

□ 



4. 



the drawings, sheets/fig 



| | Tnis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 16 
and 70.17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 10-312189, A (Yamaha Corp.), 24 November 

1998 (24 .11. 98) 
Document 2: JP, 8-54888, A (Matsushita Electric 

Industrial Co., Ltd.), 27 February 1996 

(27.02. 96) 

Document 3: JP, 10-105186, A (Brother Industries, Ltd.), 

24 April 1998 (24.04.98) 
Document 4: JP, 5-143070, A (Casio Computer Co., Ltd.), 

11 June 1993 (11.06.93) 
Document 5: JP, 7-327222, A (Xing K.K.), 12 December 1995 

(12. 12. 95) 

Document 10: JP, 10-173737, A (Digital Vision Laboratories 
Corp.), 26 June 1998 (26.06.98) 

Document 11: JP, 10-150505, A (Sony Corp.), 2 June 1998 
(02. 06. 98) 

Document 15: JP, 10-124071, A (Xing K.K.), 15 May 1998 
(15.05.98) 

Document 16: JP, 6-318090, A (Brother Industries, Ltd.), 

15 November 1994 (15.11.94) 
Document 17: JP, 10-187174, A (NEC Corp.), 14 July 1998 

(14.07.98) 

Document 18: JP, 10-20877, A (Brother Industries, Ltd.), 

23 January 1998 (23.01.98) 
Document 19: JP, 10-198361, A (Yamaha Corp.), 31 July 1998 
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1-4, 6-9, 15-22, 26-28 YES 

NO 

15-21 YES 
1-4, 6-9, 22, 26-28 no 
1-4, 6-9, 15-22, 26-28 YES 

NO 
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Document 20: JP, 9-134173, A (Roland Corp.), 20 May 1997 
(20. 05. 97) 

Claims 1 to 3, 6, and 9 

Document 1, paragraphs [0053] to [0075] and Fig. 10 
to Fig. 13, discloses a data playback device which 
downloads MIDI data in SMF format and song lyric data and 
image data in event format that includes time information, 
and performs streamed playback. 

Moreover, Document 2, paragraphs [0060] to [0072] 
and Fig. 7 to Fig. 9, discloses a data playback device 
which receives MIDI data that includes time information 
and image data in event format that includes time 
information, and performs streamed playback. 

Furthermore, Document 3 discloses a data playback 
device which downloads and plays back MIDI data that 
includes time information and image data in event format 
that includes time information. 

When receiving a plurality of types of data for 
which attributes differ, and which include event 
information and time information, the sorting of the data 
into different types each time the event timing for each 
unit of data arrives is a well-known feature in the art 
(see Document 19, Fig. 6 or Document 20, Fig. 5, for 
example) . Therefore, constituting the inventions disclosed 
in Documents 1 to 3 so that data sorting is performed when 
the event timing for each unit of data arrives is merely a 
design feature. 

Claims 4, 7, and 8 

Playback of audio data in event format that includes 
time information together with MIDI data, mixing and 
output of MIDI and audio data, and mixing and output of 
text and image data are well-known features in the art 
(see Document 3, paragraph [0033], Document 4, or Document 
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5, paragraph [0049], for example), and application of 
these features to any of the inventions disclosed in 
Documents 1 to 3 would not be particularly difficult. 

Claims 15 to 20 

When receiving a plurality of types of data for 
which attributes differ, and which include event 
information and time information, sequentially examining 
the time information for each data unit, determining data 
having a designated time length and which should be 
processed within a unit interval, and sorting the data by 
type for each unit interval, are not disclosed in any of 
the documents cited in the written opinion. 

Claim 21 

Streamed playback wherein data transmission volume 
and data usage volume are calculated based on the data 
first received, and determining whether or not to cache 
data according to the size relationship between these two 
volumes, are not disclosed in any of the documents cited 
in the written opinion. 



Claim 22 

A telecommunications terminal having a telephone 
function which can download such items as ring tones is a 
well-known feature in the art (see Document 10 or Document 
11, for example), and application of this feature to any 
of the inventions disclosed in Documents 1 to 3 would not 
be particularly difficult. 

Claim 26 

Document 15, particularly paragraph [0035], 
discloses the downloading of information pertaining to an 
album, such as an album title or song titles, and 
application of this feature to the aforementioned 
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telecommunications terminal would not be particularly 
difficult . 

Moreover, the fact that an album cover photograph is 
included in information pertaining to an album would be 
obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

Furthermore, recording of data onto a small, 
removable information recording medium is a well-known 
feature in the art, and application of this feature to the 
aforementioned telecommunications terminal would not be 
particularly difficult . 



Claim 27 

Document 16, particularly paragraph [0078], 
discloses the downloading and simultaneous playback of 
advertisement information and musical information. 

Documents 17 and 18 disclose the downloading of 
musical data and a URL related thereto. 

General advertising wherein, along with the URL, 
some kind of information about provision of a service is 
given to the viewer of a home page with that URL, is a 
well-known feature in the art. 

Fittingly applying the inventions disclosed in 
Documents 16 to 18 and the aforementioned well-known 
features to any of the inventions disclosed in Documents 1 
to 3 in order to achieve the constitution described in 
Claim 27 would not be particularly difficult. 



Claim 28 

A mobile telephone having an automatic performance 
function and a song lyric display function can be easily 
achieved by applying any of the inventions disclosed in 
Documents 1 to 3 to a standard telecommunications terminal 
having a telephone function which can download such items 
as ring tones, and the fact that such a constitution can 
be used as a karaoke device goes without saying. 
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